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Lack of unity of invention 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
I L Basis of the report 

| | the international application as originally filed. 

the description, pages 1-13 _ ^ ori g ina] , y fi , ed> 

, filed with the demand, 

Paees- , filed with the letter of 

P^ , filed with the letter of 

the claims, Nos. , as originally filed, 

Nos - , as amended under Article 19, 

Nos - .filed with the demand, 

Nos. U6 filed with the letter of 14 Marrh 2005 (Um om^ 

Nos - — , filed with the letter of 

the drawings, sheets/fig 1/4-4/4 , ^ original|y filedi 

sheets/fig fiIed with theden,^ 

sheets/fig filed with the letter of 

sheets/fig , filed with the letter of 

J 2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ 

the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig 



| 3 - □ ^^^^^A^^XZ^^^^^^^ 

| 4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 

Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 

Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 

Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: US-B-6 181 764 (MELEN ROBERT E ET AL) 30 January 
2001 (2001-01-30) 

D2: KANG S T ET AL: "A projection method for 

reconstructing X-ray images of arbitrary cross- 
section" NDT & E INTERNATIONAL, BUTTERWORTH- 
HEINEMANN, OXFORD, GB, vol. 32 , no. 1, January 
1999 (1999-01), pages 9-20, XP004292640 ISSN: 
0963-8695 

D3: US-B-6 424 6921 (SUZUKI TATSURO) 23 July 2002 
(2002-07-23) 

D4: EP-A-0 683 389 (TOKYO SHIBAURA ELECTRIC CO) 22 
November 1995 (1995-11-22) 

1 . Inventive step 

1.1 The present application fails to comply with the 

requirements of PCT Article 33(1) since the subject 
matter of claims 1 to 6 does not meet the 
requirement of inventive step defined in PCT Article 
33(3) . 

Document Dl, which is considered to be the prior art 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) " ~ " 
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closest to the subject matter of claim 1, describes 
(see column 9, line 39 to column 11, line 9 and 
figures 6 and 7) a method for reconstructing an X- 
ray image of an object exposed to diverging 
radiation subject to attenuation, including a multi- 
detector array for measuring the projected 
attenuation and providing projection slices with 
overlapping portions. The method uses a combination 
of slices to reconstruct the X-ray image, as well as 
the following steps: 

(a) The object is broken down into volume elements 
(see "voxels" 445, 450, 455, etc. in figure 6) 
defining reconstruction heights (see "image plane" 
430, 435 and 440 in figure 6) . 

(b) The volume elements are associated with at. least 
one detector (see detector 420 in figure 6) . 

(c) An attenuation value is assigned to each volume 
element depending on the measured values (see column 
9, line 39 to column 10, line 38) . 

(d) The attenuation values of the volume elements 
are combined with the various reconstruction heights 
(see column 10, line 66 to column 11, line 9) . 

1.2 Dependent claims 2 to 6 do not contain any features 
which, when combined with the features of any one of 
the claims to which they refer, might define subject 
matter that complies with the requirements of 
inventive step of the PCT (see documents D2 and D3 
and the corresponding passages cited in the search 
report) . 
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